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"I bitterly detest Borne, and shall rejoice to bid it farewell forever; and I fully acquiesce in all the mischief and ruin that has happened to it, from Nero's conflagration downward. In fact, I wish the very site had been obliterated before I ever saw it."
They left Eome late in May and went by sea to Marseilles, and after a rapid journey up the Ehone and to Geneva went by Paris to London. The return to England was somewhat like homecoming, and during this second residence Hawthorne shows a more sympathetic and contented spirit. He determined to finish his romance here, and settled first at Whitby and afterwards at Eedcar, and still later he migrated to Leamington ; but the romance was mainly put into shape at Eedcar, where the necessary conditions of solitude were best realized. He lived very much as when he had written his other works at home, writing in the morning and spending the rest of the day with the children out of doors on the sands. 'He finished the book on November 8, and it was published early the following spring.1
Hawthorne came to the writing of "The Marble Faun " after his genius was matured, with his temperament fully ripened, his intellectual and moral and artistic nature consonant in its varied play, and at the height of his literary powers.
1 The MarUe Faun, or the Romance of Monte Beni. By Nathaniel Hawthorne, author of " The Scarlet Letter." Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1860. 12mo. 2 vols., pp. 283; 288.